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Malaria

Every year, nearly one million people die from malaria and 250 million suffer from its effects simply because
they lack the resources to protect themselves.

Malaria treatment accounts for nearly 40% of African public
health spending and a quarter of all household budgets across
the continent.

The tragedy behind these statistics is that malaria prevention is
easy and affordable. Sleeping under a mosquito net
significantly decreases the risk of malaria. Nets cost only $10
each and can last up to 5 years.

Africa’s Biggest Child Killer Can Be Stopped

In east and southern Africa malaria is the number one killer of
African children under the age of five and the cause of nearly 30% of the deaths of pregnant women.

New research also suggests people with HIV are twice as likely to catch malaria. Sub-Saharan African
countries have the highest HIV/AIDS rates in the world, making a vulnerable population even more
susceptible.

Preventing malaria is one of AMREF’s top priorities.

AMREF’s largest anti-malaria projects are in Uganda and Ethiopia. Both countries have some of the world’s
highest infection rates.

AMREF workers educate communities on the causes, prevention methods, symptoms and treatment of the
disease. Programs target pregnant women and young children (because they have vulnerable immune
systems) while bringing health care services as close to high-risk rural communities as possible.

AMREF’s malaria programs have saved thousands of lives through education, training of health workers and
distribution of malaria nets. But there are many more people who need help.

AMREF Canada 489 College Street, Suite 407, Toronto, Ontario, Canada MGG TAS I!Iantgﬁﬂ;#

Tel: 416-961-6981 « Fax: 416-961-6984 - Email: info@amrefcanada.org + Charitable Number: 11921 1282 RRO001 el ey



www.amrefcanada.org

CWAM REF African Medical & Research Foundation
J

AMREF SUCCESS: Fighting Malaria with Nomadic Communities

Malaria Facts
For nearly 5 years AMREF has been working in Afar, a remote area of |e 247 million cases annually

north eastern Ethiopia. Only two hospitals serve the region’s 1.3 worldwide

million people, whose literacy rate is only seven percent. 86% of cases in Africa
1 million deaths annually

91% of deaths in Africa
85 % of deaths children under 5

But through the support of donors and with the help of local AMREF
staff, there have been remarkable health improvements in Afar’s
communities:

145,000 mosquito nets have been distributed to 72,500 homes

The number of children under 5 using mosquito nets has increased by 67%
The number of pregnant women using mosquito nets has increased by 60%
200 health workers have been trained on malaria prevention and treatment

The United Nations is now replicating this innovative AMREF program in other communities across the
region

Hesena’s story:

Hasena lives in Afar Ethiopia’s Kodae village. Prior to
AMREF's work in the region Hasena lost her two-year-old
twin daughters to malaria. The closest health care centre

to Kodae was 40 miles away when her daughters got sick

and she had to walk to the centre. “When I finally got to the
centre the nurse said it was too late to treat malaria,” she says.
But since AMREF's work began in Afar Hasena’s other children
all have mosquito nets to sleep under. She also knows

how to contact a community health worker in her village that
can treat malaria. “We are far more hopeful about the future
now,” she says.
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